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December 30, 1932
There is an agricultural "Bill" soon to be considered called the "allotment plan". A farmer signs up pledging to farm a certain number of acres, leaving the balance idle, being paid $4 per acre for the idle ground by the government. This is supposed to take care of our surplus. This is quite a problem - so much surplus -when it really is under-consumption, millions of people out of work and hungry. If there was a way to bring up prices of farm products, I believe the other problems would solve themselves.
January 8, 1933
The Griswold Bank reopened yesterday. The Whitney Bank has about given up hopes of opening. The sheriff's sales are now being stopped by mob rule.
Sunday, January 29, 1933
Have had a wonderful month of springlike weather, a great saving in fuel. Haven't bought any coal yet. Have had some wood and did burn a lot of corn the first part of the winter. This seems like a crime to some people, but a good many have done it. Well we didn't have the money to buy fuel and I believe that is why we were blessed with such a good crop, so we would have some extra for fuel. 
Times indeed are hard. Farmers in great numbers are revolting and joining the "Holiday" organization, which assists people who are threatened with foreclosure. Many a farmer's stock and machinery has been saved this way. It seems hard to think that mob rule should prevail in America, and yet I do not know where it would have stopped otherwise. 
The county farms and bread lines are taxed to capacity now. We are back on our last payment on our loan company. Am wondering how long they will "have a heart".
Sunday, May 7, 1933
Next Saturday the Holiday members expect to begin their national strike, all roads will be patrolled so farmers can't sell their products. At LeMars the militia was called out this week. Prices have been advancing so cannot understand why they don’t have a little patience. Cream is now 20 and 22 cents, eggs are 11 and 12 cents, corn is around 25 cents. The wet and dry battle will be fought June 20. There is so much agitation everywhere.
Sunday, May 14, 1933
Well, the national farm strike sponsored by the Holidays set for May 13 has been postponed, for which we are all thankful. They came to that decision after Roosevelt signed the farm bill which makes it possible for the loan companies to refinance mortgages. Ours will cut interest to 41/2% and postpone payments on the principal for 5 years. Well, it gives us more courage to go on. We had about given up ever trying to keep up anymore. 
Prices are going up since they have inflated the money. They claim the U.S. going off the gold standard has helped start things also. Some are afraid it isn't a good sign where prices jump to rapidly. Corn is 33 cents, hogs between $4 and $5, wheat 65 cents, cream 22 cents, and eggs 12 cents. That sounds fine but there is another side of the story. Flour and sugar and other things are going up, too, and I wonder if we can keep up.
July 14, 1933
The reason I neglected you, old book, is because I got into a rut. You see we were going through a drouth. Everything seemed almost gone and when you see plant life dying before your eyes for lack of water it takes the heart out of you. However, it rained about 2 weeks ago and I revived with everything else. 
Corn looks wonderful but small grain is very poor. Late garden is looking good. We didn't get hardly any peas and no beans yet. Beets and carrots are growing now. I should tell by all means how the price of grain has gone up. Sold the last half of our corn for 48 cents, the first half for 38 cents. Wheat almost reached 
$1 .00. We think it is a speculative market though and wouldn't be surprised to see the bottom drop out again. So many are buying on the board of trade. 
I sold my hens for 7 cents per lb. Eggs were down to 6 cents but are back up to 10 cents again. Am trying to do a little sewing again. There is practically no canning now, potatoes almost zero.
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